CFS UPPER SCHOOL SUMMER READING LIST 2017
FICTION
Alex & Eliza: A Love Story
De La Cruz, Melissa
“Hamilton fans will love this
fictionalized, and delightfully
charming, novel.”
—BuzzFeed

American Street
Zoboi, Ibi
A stunning debut novel that
draws on the author’s own
experience as a young
Haitian immigrant. “Selfassured, elegant and utterly
captivating.” —NY Times

City of Saints & Thieves
Anderson, Natalie C.
Sixteen-year-old Tina leaves
Kenya and slips into the
Congo, from where she and
her mother fled years
before, seeking revenge for
her mother's murder.

Dreamland Burning
Latham, Jennifer

A Face Like Glass
Hardinge, Frances
Beautifully written, actionpacked fantasy adventure
that explores how
fundamental to human
interaction our facial
expressions are.

Flame in the Mist
Ahdieh, Renée
After an attempt is made on
her life, Mariko disguises
herself as a boy and
infiltrates a gang of bandits,
determined to hunt down the
person responsible.

Girl in the Blue Coat
Hesse, Monica

The Hate U Give
Thomas, Angie

In 1943 Nazi-occupied
Amsterdam, teenaged
Hanneke is tasked with finding
a missing Jewish girl, then is
drawn into a web of mysteries
and resistance activities.

The uneasy balance between
Starr’s two worlds—the urban
neighborhood she calls home and
her posh private school in the
suburbs—is shattered when Starr
witnesses the fatal shooting of her
friend, Khalil, by a police officer.

Midnight at the Electric
Anderson, Jodi Lynn
Intriguing epic tale of the
intertwined fates of Lenore
(England, 1919), Catherine
(Oklahoma, 1934) and Adri
(Kansas, 2065).

Once and for All
Dessen, Sarah
Chapel Hill’s own beloved
YA author is back with an
entertaining, humorous
romance set in the world of
wedding planners.

Saints and Misfits
Ali, S.K.

Strange the Dreamer
Taylor, Laini
In the aftermath of a war
between gods and men, a
hero, a librarian, and a girl
must battle the fantastical
elements of a mysterious
city stripped of its name.

Told in alternating perspectives,
this fast-paced novel brings to
life the Tulsa race riot of 1921
and raises important questions
about the state of U.S. race
relations, yesterday and today.

The Gentleman’s Guide to
Vice and Virtue
Lee, Mackenzi
A young bisexual British lord
embarks on an unforgettable
Grand Tour of Europe with his
best friend/secret crush. An
18th century romantic
adventure for the modern age!

The Inexplicable Logic of
My Life; Sáenz, B. Alire
Sal used to know his place with
his adoptive gay father, their
loving Mexican American family,
and his best friend, Samantha.
But it's senior year and
suddenly Sal is questioning
everything.

The Reader
Chee, Traci

“A fresh, diverse fantasy;
highly recommended for fans
of Cornelia Funke’s Inkheart
and female-powered
adventures.” —School Library
Journal

Tash Hearts Tolstoy
Ormsbee, Kathryn
After a shout-out from a
superstar vlogger, Natasha
"Tash" Zelenka suddenly finds
herself and her obscure,
amateur web series thrust into
the limelight: She's gone viral.

Fifteen-year-old Janna Yusuf
tries to make sense of the
events that follow when her
best friend's cousin--beloved
and respected in the Muslim
community--tries to assault her
at the end of sophomore year.

When Dimple Met Rishi
Menon, Sandhya
Hilarious and heartfelt
romantic comedy about two
Indian-American teens
whose parents conspire to
arrange their marriage.

When Morning Comes
Raina, Arushi
Apartheid South Africa, 1976.
Told from the points of view of 4
very different teens, this
impeccably researched, fastpaced novel explores the roots
of the Soweto Uprising.
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NON-FICTION
Here We Are: Feminism
for the Real World
Jensen, Kelly, ed.
Forty-four writers, dancers,
actors and artists share diverse
perspectives on and insights
into what feminism means and
what it looks like.

Queer, There and
Everywhere: 23 People
Who Changed the World
Prager, Sarah
History has been made by
countless LGBTQ people, and
probably you’ve never heard of
many of them — until now!

In the Country We Love
Guerrero, Diane
The star of Jane the Virgin and
Orange is the New Black shares
the story of how, at age 14, she
returned home from school one
day to find her family detained,
then deported. A timely memoir.

The Stranger in the Woods:
The Extraordinary Story of
the Last True Hermit
Finkel, Michael
The remarkable true story of a
man who lived alone in the
Maine woods for 27 years, not
out of anger at the world, but
simply because he wanted to.

The March Against Fear:
The Last Great Walk of the
Civil Rights Movement and
the Emergence of Black
Power ; Bausum, Ann
Documents the events
leading up to the 200+-mile
march in Mississippi in1966.

Strong Inside: Perry Wallace
and the Collision of Race
and Sports in the South
Maraniss, Andrew
Fast-paced biography of the first
African-American to play college
basketball in the SEC. Also look
for the young readers’ edition.

COMICS, GRAPHIC NOVELS & NON-FICTION
Black Panther: A Nation
Under Our Feet, Books 1-3
Coates, Ta-Nehisi
Acclaimed author Coates puts a
fresh new spin on the king of
Wakanda’s alter-ego, who—
when he debuted in 1966—was
the first Black superhero in
mainstream U.S. comics.

Prez, Vol. 1: Corndog in
Chief ; Russell, Mark & Ben
Caldwell
”Recommended for teens who
are tired of the superhero
craze but can appreciate a noholds-barred spoof of the world
around them.”
— School Library Journal

Geekerella: A Fangirl
Fairy Tale
Poston, Ashley
Part romance, part love
letter to nerd culture — a
fairy tale for anyone who
believes in the magic of
fandom.

March: Book Three
Lewis, John & Andrew Aydin
The highly acclaimed and
award-winning final
installment of Congressman
Lewis’ extraordinary
firsthand account of the civil
rights movement.

Spill Zone
Westerfeld, Scott & Alex
Puvilland
First volume in an original
new graphic novel series.
“A little dark, a little twisted,
and completely enthralling.”
―Marissa Meyer

Yvain: The Knight of the
Lion ; Anderson, M.T. &
Andrea Offermann
Captivating art brings the
classic Arthurian legend to
life, complete with errant
knights, plundering giants,
and fire-breathing dragons.

Middle/Upper School librarians Justine and Mig
hope that you enjoy reading all summer long!
Also, remember that CFS’s electronic resources are available year-round,
including past and present Summer Reading Lists:
library.cfsnc.org

